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Hi all! 

Well, unfortunately you will have to endure another of my boring newsletters, as 
everyone I asked to write it, declined my offer! 

The 200Mtr shoot we had on Saturday the 29th was almost perfect! Why I say 

“almost” is because the weather was perfect, the distance was perfect, the food was 
perfect, but the attendance and scores were not! This is for the exception of one 

score, but I will come to that later! 

This was one of those shoots where all the “Big guns” were away. So, between 

Francois, Ronnie and me, we basically handled everything. And now for the good 

news. It went reasonably smoothly! 

I started with the squadding at about 8.00am and expected about 65 people. But 

when we were finished, only 44 had booked in! Well that meant that detail 1 + 2 had 

32 shooters and detail 3 + 4 had 12! No problem, once we on the range I just 
changed the last 5 targets of detail 1 + 2 to 3 + 4! After that it ran like silk! 

The shoot was started in the traditional manner with a prayer. Hannes once again 
showed us he missed his calling by saying the prayer perfectly! Many thanks Hannes! 

As I said, 44 shooters took to the line at about 8.45am, in absolutely perfect 
conditions! 

I clearly remember Joe talking on the radio to the butts. He was asked if he had any 

Viagra. Needless to say, this pricked my curiosity. (No pun intended!)  I ambled over 

to Joe to see what Joe’s reply to the question would be. As I got close to Joe, I heard 

him say, “what you want it for?” “The flags are very limp and we need to prop them 
up” was the reply!!! Enough said!  

The “new” 200 Mtr target is an extremely difficult target to shoot on! If you look at it 

through your sights, it appears to be square. The reason for this is that the “insert” 

with the target on, is printed on very dark paper. I suppose we will just have to get 

used to it! Having said that, the scores were very mediocre, with the exception of one!  
I will come to that now. 
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The results are as follows: 

 A Class   B Class 

1. Koos Brink 94.2 1. Danie Erasmus 86.1 

2. Duppie du Plessis 86.0 2. Chris Geyer 75.0 

3. John Austin 84.0 3. Michael Beardwood 74.0 

4. Mike Di Bona 84.0 4. Rafael Arellano 74.0 

5. Freddie Troost 79.0 5. Lem Melidonis 73.1 

6. Henri Laurie 76.1 6. Johan Cilliers 72.0 
6. Hannes Willers 78.0 

 Veterans 

1. Koos Brink 94.2 

2. Duppie du Plessis 86.0 

3. John Austin 84.0 

Well, there you have it! As you can see, there is a big difference between the 1st place 

in the A class and the rest of the shooters. And also in the B class! What happened? 

I must talk about the A class first.  

Koos Brink with an absolutely brilliant 94.2!!!! And he shot it with old military ammo! 

If only we can get hold of that stuff again! We were really spoilt when we first started 
shooting 303. We were free issued with ammo at all our shoots! But I diverse! 

I have absolutely no idea what Koos had for breakfast, but I also want some! Koos, dit 
was uitstekend!! This is also a new club record and I am sure it will stand for a very 

long time. Pity Jason was not there to defend his old record, but I doubt that he would 
have any answer to that score. But then again we will never know! 

And congratulations to Duppie coming 2nd with an 86.0! He stays away for a few 

shoots, then comes and burgles two medals! Well done Duppie!  

John Austin and I had a count out, but then I am sure you all know by now, that when 

I am involved in a count out, I never win! Something to do with Murphy? Well done to 
you too John! 

While I am at it, these same shooters took the top three medals in the Veterans class! 

What is happening? I know that the “big guns” were all in Bloem, but what is 
happening with the younger guns? Hopefully we will show these Vets we are still a 

force to be reckoned with at our next shoot! I hope you have all seen that I am 

including myself as one of the “young guns” 

To Freddie and Henri also very well done with your places. Maybe next time we will 

see you at the top of the list! 

The B class has a similar scenario to the A class. We have Danie Erasmus with an 86.1 

and then 11 points down we have the rest of the field.  Well done Danie, that was 
excellent shooting! I really don’t know what happened at this shoot. The conditions 
were perfect for a very close race. I can only put it down to the target shape! Having 

said that I must also congratulate Chris and Michael on your 2nd and 3rd positions! Also 
to the rest of the top 6. Good shooting! Good luck to all of you! Here again, lets see if 

you can’t stay there for the next one. 

Unfortunately there was no J class shooter, so we will carry that over to our next 

shoot. 

Thanks to the following people who made the shoot run as smoothly as it did. Wayne 

Pratt, Johan Cilliers, Joe Koen, Francois Du Toit, Hannes Willers, Arnold Beneke, 
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Ronnie Blake, Riaan Muller and all the other people whom I have forgotten to 
mention!  

I would also like to mention that I got some help from Charnel, who is Jaron Pratt’s 

girlfriend. I had 2 radios and the megaphone and was literally walking in circles. I 
took a chance and asked Charnel if she would take a radio. To my surprise she said 

“no problem” Many thanks Charnel! 

The meal was fantastic! As usual, I put my two cents worth in, and got threatened 
with violence if I came within 10 meters of the pots! Most of you have seen “Boetie” 

at some of our shoots. Let’s just say when he says, “stay away” you stay away!!! 

You know, these cooks don’t know a specialist chef when they see one! Not that they 

really needed one! You can see I am weary of Boetie after he reads this!  

Francois donated a Springbok, that Schalk shot, to the club. Don’t ask me how that 
works, but many thanks to both of you! The meat was tender and was mixed with 

Lamb. It was one of our traditional “Italian herb” game pots. 

The pot was tended to by our chief cook, Riaan Muller and his helpers. They were 

Francois, Schalk, Boetie, Ronnie and a host of other helpers. Just why they did not see 

fit to accept my specialist help, I still don’t know!  

I am sure I have forgotten to mention half the people who had a hand in this 

wonderful pot. Many thanks to all of you for looking after our stomachs, after a very 
hot and difficult shoot! 

It looks like that there is not much more to chat about. I am sure we will be informed 
about the Nationals that were shot in Bloem. I believe we did exceptionally well! I will 

leave that for our Chairman to comment on! 

Our next event is: 

Distance: 400m 

Date: 31 May 2008 
Time: 08:00 

Venue: Good Hope Range 

Ammo: 3 sighters plus10 to count 

That’s all I have for you folks, let’s hope I see you all at our next shoot! 

Keep them barrels clean and them ammo dry! 

Yours in shooting 

Mike 

 

 

From the Chairman: 

I must firstly thank Mike for running the shoot and also all that helped. It certainly 

looks like we missed a good event. Missing that Springbok pot is my greatest regret. 
How they managed to prepare an Italian herb pot without an Italian directing them is 

beyond me. 
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Bloemfontein was once again well worth attending. The infamous tent was again 
pitched in its normal place. Ian Noble-Jack fell in quickly with the rules of the tent and 

observed the no sweeping rule just like he had been there before. Bas was our chief 

cook and we again ate like kings. We have to serve the onion soup at the club one 
day. This now well known dish brought folk from far and wide to partake thereof. It 

was so popular that we made it twice. There is now a shortage of onions and 100 
Pipers in Bloemfontein. 

The accommodation was really good this year as the tents, beds and mattresses were 

brand new. The tent still leaked but not like previous years when we had our own 

everglades under the beds. I can’t understand why Jason would not stay with us. 

The CLI Club team consisted of Corena, Johan, Jason and Bas with me coaching. We 

managed to beat the opposition in all three events but there were times when things 
got a bit too close for comfort, especially at the short ranges. When it came to the 

long range we definitely had the advantage. The scores recorded were truly excellent.  

At the beginning of the individual matches Bas, Corena and Jason made a flying start. 

There was nothing between them for the first three days until Corena really got going. 

Then our lady pulled further and further ahead. Bas’s trusty rifle said howzit on the 
fourth day when it suffered a terminal failure and he scored 11 at the 600m event. 

Despite borrowing Colin’s rifle he just could not get back on track and withdrew. It 

was then up to Jason and Corena and in the end Corena took the SA Championship, 

with Jason second and Bare third. 

Somehow me and the State presidents Cup never seem to get on. My first and second 

stages were dismal, so that was me of the bus. Colin Edge shot well and managed to 
get into the final. That was a great achievement Colin. Jason won the first stage and 

Corena the second stage. The final stage was washed out but continued after the rain 

had stopped. The .303 contingent however gave up after being soaked to the bone. 
The winner was Corena based on the second stage score. 

The interprovincial match took place on the last Saturday. Again it was close at the 

short range but we pulled ahead and won by 30 points. Bas was shooting with 
Corena’s spare rifle and battling to get used to it and conditions were difficult. Corena, 

Jason and Bare shot very well again, but Corena shot like a master. Corena was 
incredible to coach. Bare and I were giving her ¼ minute adjustments at one stage to 

get her into the V bull at 900m. Her shots were moving exactly the amount that we 
dialed up on the windage and elevation. Every shot was perfect.  

In the individual matches Corena won 12, Jason 5, Bas 2, Bare 2 and Brian 1. Bare 

and Corena won gold for the Pairs and Families matches as well.  Excellent shooting 

from all of you and again well done. 

I must thank Bas, Colin and Ian for the great company and for sharing the tent. It 

could not have been better and must go down as one of the best I have attended. 
Let’s hope that we can do it next year again. Maybe next year we can get a big tent 

and Karel, Vissy, Jason and Mike can come and stay with us as well. We invite Corena 

every year, but sadly she declines. Just think Corena, you could save fuel for 40km a 

day that you normally use to go to the family. Over 9 days that is half the fuel home. 

Some incidents of note; Dave Niblett, a target rifle shottist from Cape Town (first 
time) pitched his tent next to ours. He was heard to say the next day “what the hell 

was going on in that tent last night? It sounded like a herd of wild animals in there”  
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One hurt-full comment by a WP team member “Their coach is a Springbok, ours is a 
drunkard”.  Syd Goslin was seen photographing a row of empty bottles in the tent. I 

can’t think why such a normal phenomenon should be of interest. 

A contingent of our members also attended the BPSU Nationals in Pretoria 
immediately after the Bloemfontein Nationals. This was also the final trials for the 

100m team of 4 for Australia in August 2008. This final 100m trial was won by Colin 

Twine with a stonking 97. Well done Colin for achieving your Protea colours, you 
certainly did it in style. Also included in the team is Corena. Well done to both of you. 

Is this event being held at the end of the month?  Corena, please tell them that you 

are booked for the last Saturday of August. 

Corena then went on to score a 99/100 at 100m with her .303. Now that is hot. Not to 

be outdone Twinky went and won the 200m event with his .303 also with a huge 
score.  

With all the holidays at the end of the month the committee has decided that 
our next event will be held on Saturday 31st of May 2008. We will be shooting 

the dreaded Brakkefontein Bisley. Until then  

Keep Safe 

Darryl 

 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK: 

I must apologise for this rather lengthy newsletter this month, but it contains 2 

months’ worth of news and events … 

I never thought I would reach the point where I would say “Enough shooting!!”, but 
after returning from Pretoria, I decided to take at least the weekend off.  I am still 
nursing numerous bruises and other aches and pains, and the smell of gun powder 

just doesn’t do it for me at the moment!  Bare and Jason flew back home after the 
Bisley Nationals, but I went further to Pretoria with a small armoury in the trailer and 

we fetched Bare, Ronnie and Colin (Twine) at the OR Tambo airport on Wednesday 

night.  The Stiglings also flew up, but although we carried most of their equipment, 
they hired a car – cannot really blame them as there have been numerous rumours of 

certain individuals misbehaving in the car, especially on long trips.  Totally unfounded, 
I assure you!!  But then again, it must be the driver’s fault, because it was the same 

driver but different passengers every time a rumour like that started.  Anyway, the 
trip back took the 4 of us nothing less than 16 hours on the road.  That was not fun, I 
promise you. 

Our guys did really well in Bloemfontein and our chairman is very modest, but he 

came 5th (beaten by his brother by a mere 2 V Bulls!!) in the Thomas Theron and 4th 

(beating his brother by 2.2) in the SA Championship.  Not too shabby, Darryl!  
Darryl’s coaching really was excellent again as always, and we once again volunteered 

his services as coach (at astronomical rates) to some of the target rifle teams.  In 

Bare’s defence, he had serious trouble with his sights on the 1st day of the 
championship and never quite recovered after that.  This time it was not Darryl’s 

sights, and there was NO giggling from behind the rifle when the front sight came 

loose …  For those who are not familiar with the Bisley Nationals, the Thomas Theron 
is the Grand Aggregate of all the individual matches shot over the 1st 4 days and the 

SA Championship is the total of the Thomas Theron and the State President’s Trophy 

awarded at the end of the competition.  Both quite prestigious matches to win. 
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The 303 Results Table for these matches is as follows: 

 Thomas Theron   SA Championship 
1. Corena de Beer 559.21 1. Corena de Beer 694.23 

2. Jason Di Bona 554.11 2. Jason Di Bona 683.15 

3. Johan de Beer 542.15 3. Johan de Beer 676.20 

4. Brian Carver (Gauteng) 518.08 4. Darryl Carver 629.07 

5. Darryl Carver 518.06 5. Brian Carver 627.09 

6. Bas Barkhuysen 511.16 6. Jean Botha 623.09 

7. Jean Botha (Gauteng) 503.06 7. Faan Swanepoel 609.09 

8. Colin Edge 496.06 8. Colin Edge 609.06 

9. Faan Swanepoel (Gauteng) 493.06 9. Ian Noble-Jack 561.11 

10. Ian Noble-Jack 450.06 10. Bas Barkhuysen 511.06 

11. Piet v d Merwe (Gauteng) 414.02 11. Piet van der Merwe 448.02 

Well done to everyone that participated in the Nationals – I am sure everyone had a 

good time!  Thanks for the companionship and good sportsmanship you all displayed, 

our members are second to none!!  Let’s hope that we will have more members next 

year so that we can enter at least 2 CLI teams for the Club Championship! 

Congratulations to the following members on their birthdays in April and May: 

April: 
3rd: Dennis Sherwood 

8th: Richard Gie 
10th: Sakkie Burger 

May 
10th: Jason Di Bona, Floris Jonker 

16th: Colin Twine, Stratis Voyages 
17th: Jacobus Steenkamp 

25th: Riaan Coetzee 
27th: Chris Williams 

28th: Wayne Pratt 
30th: Conny Arellano 

Jaron and Charnel, backup range 

officer, next time she should be 
given opportunity to shoot! 

Schalk Hattingh thought he had 

Springbok biltong, but Francois 
decided otherwise … 

Joe Koen & Ronnie Blake,  

regular Butts andRange Officer 
 and Chief Cook 

Darryl, Bas, Brian, Colin & Ian –  
the 303 tent was in such a state  

that it was not even fit for the 
background … !! 

All CLI 303 members at the  
Bisley Nationals at the Dewar  

Shield 

WP 303 Team (Jason, Bare,  
Corena and Bas) and our coach  

in a million … Darryl 

That’s all from me for now. Corena de Beer (082 826 0453) 


