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There were times during the week that I thought this shoot would not take place due to rain but 
we were blessed with the most perfect shooting conditions with no wind and zero mirage. Our start 
was delayed due to thick mist but it cleared eventually and we were off to the range. Jason made 
the most of the delay by tearing around the gravel roads on his new quad bike. When Corena 
climbed on the bike, everyone in the car park moved away and took cover. What a lot of male 
chauvinists you all are! (Thank you Darryl, I saw and heard that!! I remember a similar 
response when I first started shooting - C) 

Thanks to Koos Brink who opened the match with a prayer in the absence of John Ecclestone. No 
apologies needed Koos for doing it in Afrikaans it is appreciated by all. We had 58 entrants and no 
less than 26 scored more than 40. That is amazing considering that just a couple of years ago a 42 
may well have won this event. The shooting skill is definitely improving in this club with results like 
this: 

The following shooters attained the top 6 positions: - 

 A Class   B Class 
1. Darryl Carver 46.5 1. Jason Di Bona 46.4 
2. Corena de Beer 45.4 2. Ronnie Blake 42.2 
3. Johannes Burger 45.4 3. Hennie Joubert 42.0 
4. Bas Barkhuysen 45.3 4. Jean de Villiers 40.1 
5. Johan de Beer 44.3 5. Rafael Arellano 38.3 
6. Brent Bennett 44.3 6. Claude Hartog 37.0 

 J Class 
1. Marc Jordan 35.1 

In the A Class there were no less than 4 people who scored 43.3. That score gave Mike Di Bona 9th 
place. I sometimes wonder if Mike will ever beat Jason. Jason has now taken up shooting Black 
Powder, so is the same going to happen there as well? I surprised myself by taking top score, heck 
it has been 3 years since I came anywhere. Rest easy Graeme, your record of 46.6 is still safe. 
Excellent scores from Corena (who beat Bare again), Johannes Burger, Bas and Johan. Mention 
must be made that Johannes borrowed Koos Brink’s’ rifle. Bad move Koos, you should know what 
always happens. Special mention must go to Brent on a great effort, it’s nice to see you in the top 
6. 
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The B class saw Jason record another great score with our new Black Powder Springbok Ronnie 
Blake taking second with 42.2. Come now my cousin, don’t you feel guilty about being in the B Class? 
Congratulations must go to Hennie Joubert for third place and to Jean de Villiers for making the 
top 6 again. Good to see Rafael in the top 6 still (he just managed to beat Marc) and 
congratulations to Claude for making the list as well. I must take this opportunity to apologise to 
Claude, as well as all who were nearby when he was shooting. I was coaching my dear friend and had 
just managed to get him close to the bull in the four ring and before I could give him his sight 
correction, he fired his next shot, which was a 2. I then asked him in a loud manner most 
unbecoming to a gentleman, what he thought he was doing. Unfortunately, half the range heard it 
as well. I will try to behave in future. It certainly seemed to work, as he listened to me after that 
and ended with a good score. 

Congratulations go to Marc Jordan for a fine 35.1 in the J Class. I doubt if Marc weighs even 40kg 
and he shoots a rifle with a mean recoil. Put that into perspective, it’s like someone my size having 
to shoot 15 shots with a 600 Nitro Express! Ouch, I don’t know how he manages it. 

I mentioned before how this club’s shooting ability has improved, but this is surely outweighed by 
the skill of our chefs. Under the watchful eye of master chef Ronnie and assistant Francois, our 
apprentice chef Mike certainly earned his national colours for this Italian style springbok pot. Well 
done all of you, it was delicious. The springbok was donated by Claude Hartog, Wesley Clarence and 
myself. 

A big thank you from Bare and myself for assisting us with range and butts duties goes to André, 
Bas, Graeme, Robert, Riaan Coetzee, Johan Cilliers and Joe. Great club this is, you have to arrive 
early to volunteer or the jobs are taken! Thanks must go to Corena for sorting the scores doing 
the admin. You do it so well, you will never lose the job I can assure you. 

Safety rules on the range may often seem to be petty and silly to us seasoned shooters. After all, 
we have been doing it for so long we know what we are doing. That is just where the problem lies. 
It is always the old hands that put their equipment on the firing point and take their rifles out the 
bag before they may, never the newcomers. We have an excellent safety record and intend to keep 
it, so please follow the range officer’s instructions. It is for our own good.  

Our next event is the Prince Albert shoot on 18th June 2005. It is a long way, but this is a “not to 
be missed” event and those who have not yet booked may have a problem with accommodation. We 
will be shooting two distances, 300m and 500m with the normal 5 sighters and 10 to count at each 
distance. We have been there when it has been hot, when it has been windy and when it has been 
wet, so this time it may just be cold. Let’s hope it doesn’t rain again. 

Good luck to Jason, Mike, Ronnie and John Austin in the Black Powder International on 16th and 17th 
June at Prince Albert. I am sure you guys will show the rest what Cape Town can do. 

See you all at Prince Albert and drive safely, 

Darryl 
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK: 

Lets get all the congratulations out of the way first: 

First and foremost, congratulations to Rafael and Conny for tying the knot. We wish you all the 
happiness in the world and we hope that you will be shooting together for years to come! 

Darryl alluded to the fact that certain people attained their national colours in Black Powder. To all 
the Black Powder guys who made the National Team, we are truly proud! To the “old guys”, Mike, 
Duppie and John Austin, well done on doing it again, and to the new caps, Jason (I am very proud of 
my son!) and Ronnie, may that be the first of many!! And let us not forget about Darryl who made 
the WP team for the first time – congratulations to you too. Some of us will be at Prince Albert 
cheering you guys on (I am still trying to organise some proper cheer-leaders) – keep the Western 
Province and South African flags flying high!! 

I also want to commend Mike and his team of chefs on that Italian pot. It really was something 
special and one could actually taste the meat, not only spices! Maybe we should donate all the club’s 
curry to the Salvation Army and completely convert to Italian herbs and spices! All jokes aside, 
you did extremely well on that pot! 

Firearm Licences: As most of you are probably aware, everyone who has their birthday in January, 
February and March must renew their firearm licences before the end of this year. This sounds 
easy enough, but a lesser-known fact is that the paperwork has to be submitted before 30 
September 2005! Another drawback is that Postlec Seta sits on the certificates for ages before 
issuing them (we are waiting for ours since March!). So, don’t delay doing the necessary proficiency 
training. Once you have done your training, you can also apply for Dedicated Sportsman Status. You 
can get the appropriate application forms from me and return the completed forms (with all the 
documents that need to be attached), so that we can recommend it through the Western 
Province Bisley Association to SABU. 

You are welcome to do your training wherever you wish, but the training institutions that we have 
negotiated prices with, are the following: 

• JHK Wapenhandelaars trading as Colin's Weapon Training, BKB Building, Gunners Circle, Epping 
Industria 1. Contact person is Colin Samuel (084 301 5299). To renew your license only, the 
legal test will cost R150. If you own more than 4 firearms or if you apply for Recognition of 
Prior Learning (RPL), you will have to do the test, followed by a practical shoot. Cost for the 1st 
category is R570 plus R270 per extra category. If you supply your own firearm and ammunition 
(only .22 rifles), it will be R170 per extra category. Colin prefers doing this training in a group. 
If you are a few guys together, you can phone Johan (083 384 8543) and he can arrange a time 
with Colin. The full 2-day course for non-RPL will cost R750 plus R270 per extra category. 

• G&J Firearm Proficiency Training cc, in Riebeeck Kasteel. Contact persons are George or 
Janneman at 083 256 2200 or 082 860 4438. All 3 categories will cost R800 (R400 for rifles 
only). You have to produce a valid and current membership card from the CLI.303 Club of Cape 
Town or SABU. You can contact these people directly or Johan can organise for a group to do 
an afternoon/evening session and practical on a separate day. 
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Joe Da Silva from Parow Arms also does the training and is prepared to accommodate the CLI.303 
Club. Unfortunately I do not have any prices from him. 

Converting of sighters: Another person lost a point on Saturday, because his marker incorrectly 
carried over his sighters. We have 5 sighters, of which a maximum of 3 are convertible. These 
sighters must be taken in order – see diagrams below for examples. After you have shot your 
sighters, you must tell your partner which ones you would like to convert. This may be after the 3rd 
sighter – then you don’t shoot the 4th and 5th sighter. The marker has to diagonally cross out the 
sighters you are converting and re-write them in the scoring blocks. All 10 scoring blocks must 
always be completed. And once again, you are not allowed to fire e.g. 7 scoring shots and then 
decide to take 3 of your sighters, merely adding them to the back – the sequence of the last 10 
shots MUST be exactly the same as those from the butts. 

Converting 1st 3 sighters – you cannot shoot 4th and 5th sighters: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

5 V 5   5 V 5 4 3 4 5 4 3 5 

Converting Nr 2,3,4 – you cannot shoot 5th sighter: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 5 5 V  5 5 V 3 4 5 4 V 4 3 

Converting Nr 3,4,5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 2 5 4 V 5 4 V 3 V 4 5 4 3 4 

Converting Nr 4,5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 3 2 V V V V 3 4 5 4 3 4 3 5 

Converting Nr 5: 
A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 3 3 3 V V 2 3 3 2 V 3 4 V 4 
Throw away all 5 sighters: 

A B C D E 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 2 3 2 3 5 V 3 4 3 4 V 4 5 4 
 

Congratulations to the following people on their birthdays: 

June 2nd: Gert Willemse 
 3rd: Louis Bester 
 4th: Francois du Toit 
 8th: Tjaart Muller 
 9th: Johan Dippenaar 
 10th: Ryno Nolte 

 17th: Alan Williams 
 19th: Barry Mellor, Wayne Toms 
 22nd: Mike Di Bona, Elané de Beer 
 23rd: Jermaine Lewis 
 28th: John Davis 

Remember our next clubshoot is at Prince Albert on 18th June.  Entry fee will be R200 – that 
includes the shoot (including markers), lunch on the range and dinner at the usual Ou Kelder 
restaurant.  Wives / partners will pay R40 for lunch and R80 for dinner.  Kids under 12 pay R20 and 
R40 respectively and kids under 5 will eat for free.  We will start the shoot at 09:00 – as usual, 
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come early to be squadded.  We will shoot 300m and 500m – 5 sighters (3 convertible) + 10 to 
count on each distance.  SABU fees will be collected if you have not paid your 2005 fees.  Visitors 
will have to pay an additional R10 for SABU. 

That’s all for now.  See you all in Prince Albert. Corena de Beer (082 826 0453) 

 
Everybody standing around the pots,  

waiting for the fog to clear 

 
Stoney Steenkamp and Staal Burger,  

all the way from Swellendam 

 
Under the watchful eye of Rafael,  

Marc is becoming quite a marksman! 

 
Despite Darryl’s harsh words and threats,  

Claude shot a pretty respectable total 

 
Wayne shot a magnificent (unofficial) 47 –  

10 birthday bonus points included! 

 
The latest additions to the National Black Powder 

team – we’re holding thumbs for Prince Albert 
 


